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Jamaica  Bay  Park  Jamaica  Bay  is  located  in  the  bor- 
oughs of  Brooklyn  and  Queens,  be- 
tween Shore  Parkway  on  the  north 
and  the  Rockaway  Peninsula  on  the 
south,  between  John  F.  Kennedy 
Airport  on  the  east  and  Floyd  Ben- 
nett Field  on  the  west.  This  encom- 
passes more  than  eighteen  square 
miles  of  island,  sandy  upland,  tidal 


Most  of  the  bay,  except  for  a  pe- 
ripheral navigation  channel  and 
parts  of  Broad  Channel  Island,  is  a 
New  York  City  park  of  more  than 
9,151  acres  of  underwater  and  up- 
land terrain.  Practically  all  of  the 
bay  offers  excellent  habitat  for 
birds.  But  the  most  intensively  man- 
aged birding  area  is  located  on  the 
northern  part  of  Broad  Channel 
Island. 


The  Refuge 


This  Wildlife  Refuge,  established  in 
1953,  owes  its  development  in  large 
part  to  the  efforts  of  Herbert  John- 
son, the  Park  Department  employee 
directly  responsible  for  its  care 
since  its  inception.  Encompassing 
two  fresh-water  ponds- on  either 
side  of  Cross  Bay  Boulevard,  it  is 
approximately  one  mile  north  of 
the  Broad  Channel  IND  station.  The 
East  Pond  (east  of  Cross  Bay  Boule- 
vard) is  one  hundred  acres  in  extent, 
and  is  kept  in  a  predominantly  natu- 
ral condition.  The  West  Pond,  of 
about  forty  acres,  is  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  boulevard  and  is  encom- 
passed by  a  two  mile  path.  It  is 
here  that  an  intensive  planting  pro- 
gram is  being  carried  on  to  provide 
food,  cover,  and  nesting  areas  at- 
tractive to  land  birds.  On  the  west 
side  of  this  pond  terns  and  skim- 
mers have  established  a  nesting 
area. 


The  Wildlife 

Since  Jamaica  Bay  is  in  the  Atlantic 
Flyway,  it  has  proved  beneficial  to 
a  great  variety  of  waterfowl,  land 
and  shore  birds.  Many  species  of 
ducks,  such  as  scaup,  baldpate,  and 
pintail,  stop  for  visits  of  varying 
lengths  of  time  depending  on  sea- 
son, weather  conditions,  and  other 
factors. 

The  number  of  Canada  geese  and 
snow  geese  visiting  the  Refuge  has 
increased  each  year.  A  number  of 
blue  geese  have  also  been  ob- 
served. Breeding  birds  of  the  Ref- 
uge have  come  in  greater  numbers 
since  its  creation.  Black  duck,  ruddy 
duck,  grebes,  coot,  and  gallinule 
breed  extensively;  gadwall,  blue 
and  green  wing  teal  and  shovelers 
are  common  nesting  birds.  Red- 
head and  baldpate  also  nested  in 
1961,  a  new  record  for  the  region. 
Redhead  continue  to  nest  in  in- 
creasing numbers  each  year. 

A  heron  roost  is  occupied  by  black 
crown,  yellow  crown,  great  and  lit- 
tle blue  and  green  herons,  as  well 
as  an  occasional  Louisiana  heron. 
Prominent  in  this  area  are  common 
and  snowy  egrets.  The  population 
and  nesting  activities  of  these  spe- 
cies have  been  increasing  in  a  spec- 
tacular  manner.    Three   pairs  of 


glossy  ibis  nested  in  the  Refuge  in 
1961.  In  the  past  two  years,  the 
number  of  nesting  ibis  approached 
100  pairs. 

In  the  1930's  the  brant  were  faced 
with  a  complete  loss  of  food  due 
to  the  blight  on  eel  grass,  which  re- 
sulted in  many  dying  from  starva- 
tion .  But  these  birds  have  now 
adapted  their  eating  habits  so  that 
they  feed  eagerly  on  sea  lettuce,  a 
marine  algae  which  grows  exten- 
sively and  covers  the  bottom  of  Ja- 
maica Bay. 

Bird  watching  opportunities  are  best 
during  the  spring  and  fall;  however 
the  other  seasons  can  present  an 
interesting  variety  of  birds.  Plant- 
ings and  wildlife  provide  combina- 
tions suitable  for  nature  study,  orni- 
thology, photography,  sketching,  or 
scientific  study.  Fishing  is  permitted 
in  the  salt  water  of  the  bay. 


The  Vegetation 


The  vegetation  in  the  Refuge  has 
changed  significantly  in  amount 
and  variety  since  the  New  York  City 
Park  Department  began  its  intensive 
planting  program  in  1953.  Plants 
were  chosen  on  the  basis  of  pro- 
viding food  and  cover  for  wildlife, 
and  erosion  control  for  the  loose 
sand  which  had  to  be  "tied  down". 
Only  plants  capable  of  growing  in 
the  sand  and  withstanding  the  ex- 
treme weather  conditions  could  be 
introduced. 


/ 


Autumn  olive,  with  its  attractive 
pink  berries  in  the  fall  provides  food 
for  over  forty  species  of  birds.  It 
grows  profusely  and  has  the  quality 
of  being  able  to  withstand  extremes 
of  drought,  heat  and  cold,  and  the 
salt  air.  Another  important  food 
plant  is  Japanese  black  pine,  the 
predominant  evergreen  in  the  Ref- 
uge; winter  finches  come  in  great 
numbers  to  eat  the  seeds  found  in 
its  cones,  especially  when  the  food 
supply  is  low  farther  north.  Red 
cedar,  a  tall,  narrow  evergreen,  pro- 
vides food  mainly  for  cedar  wax- 
wings,  and  is  an  excellent  nesting 
tree  for  other  species. 

Other  important  food  plants  are 
rosa  rugosa,  which  is  very  attrac- 
tive when  in  bloom,  chokeberry 
both  red  and  black,  and  bayberry, 
whose  waxy  berries  provide  food 
especially  for  warblers,  swallows 
and  quail.  The  holly  trees  are  ex- 
pected to  bear  fruit  in  the  next  few 
years. 

Two  types  of  grasses  predominate 
around  the  West  Pond:  The  tall 
marsh  grass,  phragmites,  is  an  ex- 
cellent cover  for  ducks;  the  short 
grass  planted  on  either  side  of  the 
pathway  is  beach  grass,  which  is 
important  in  terms  of  stabilizing  the 
sand. 


Directions 

To  reach  the  Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife 
Refuge  by  automobile  take  the 
Shore  Parkway,  Southern  Parkway, 
or  Woodhaven  Boulevard  to  Cross 
Bay  Boulevard  (the  main  highway  to 
the  Rockaways).  Drive  south  on 
Cross  Bay  Boulevard.  Approxi- 
mately one  and  a  half  miles  past 
the  North  Channel  Bridge  a  parking 
field  is  maintained  west  of  the  road 
where  visitors  may  enter  the  main 
birding  area. 

The  Refuge  may  also  be  reached 
by  IND  subway  on  the  "A" ' ,  "E"  or 
"HH"  train  serving  the  Rockaways. 
Leave  the  train  at  Broad  Channel 
station,  walk  west  to  Cross  Bay 
Boulevard,  then  walk  north  approxi- 
mately three-fourths  of  a  mile.  Main 
birding  area  is  on  west  side  of  Cross 
Bay  Boulevard  next  to  the  parking 
lot. 

A  permit  is  required  for  the  use  of 
the  wildlife  area.  This  may  be  ob- 
tained free  of  charge  by  writing  to: 

Director,  Maintenance  and  Operations 
Parks,  Recreation  and  Cultural  Affairs 

Administration 
The  Arsenal 
830  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York,  New  York  10021 


List  of  Birds 

The  following  list  of  birds  that  have 
been  observed  at  the  Jamaica  Bay 
Wildlife  Refuge  contains  257  spe- 
cies, and  is  based  on  reliable  obser- 
vations of  competent  bird  watchers 
and  Refuge  personnel.  Check  marks 
indicate  the  season  that  the  species 
may  be  most  readily  observed. 
However,  these  same  species  may 
be  seen  at  other  times  of  the  year 
as  well. 

Another  list  of  53  species,  which 
are  rare,  or  have  occurred  acciden- 
tally, has  been  added  on  the  last 
page.  Total  number  of  species  ob- 
served at  the  Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife 
Refuge  to  date  is  310. 
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Status 

Column  1  (Sp) 
Spring:  March-May 

Column  2  (Su) 
Summer:  June-August 

Column  3  (F) 

Fall:  September-November 
Column  4  (W) 

Winter:  December-February 

Abundance 

a— abundant 
c— common 
u— uncommon 
o— occasional 
r— rare 

*  indicates  species  nested 
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Accidental  List 


WHITE  PELICAN 
EUROPEAN  CORMORANT 
CATTLE  EGRET 
WOOD  IBIS 
MUTE  SWAN 
WHISTLING  SWAN 
FULVOUS  TREE  DUCK 
EUROPEAN  TEAL 
CINNAMON  TEAL 
BARROW'S  GOLDENEYE 
COMMON  EIDER 
TURKEY  VULTURE 
GOSHAWK 
COOPER'S  HAWK 
BALD  EAGLE 
GYRAFALCON 
YELLOW  RAIL 
BLACK  RAIL 
PURPLE  GALLINULE 
OYSTERCATCHER 
WILSON'S  PLOVER 
PURPLE  SANDPIPER 
BAIRD'S  SANDPIPER 
CURLEW  SANDPIPER 
BUFF-BREASTED  SANDPIPER 
WHITE  IBIS 
RUFF 


AVOCET 

BLACK-HEADED  GULL 
LITTLE  GULL 
ARCTIC  TERN 
GULL-BILLED  TERN 
ROYAL  TERN 
HORNED  OWL 
AMERICAN  MAGPIE 
PROTHONOTARY  WARBLER 
CERULEAN  WARBLER 
KENTUCKY  WARBLER 
BLUE  GROSBEAK 
GRASSHOPPER  SPARROW 
BAIRD'S  SPARROW 
LARK  SPARROW 
OREGON  JUNCO 

CHESTNUT  COLLARED  LONGSPUR 
LARK  BUNTING 
BAHAMA  PINTAIL 

BAR-HEADED  GOOSE  (probable  escape) 
EUROPEAN  RED-WING  THRUSH 
SPUR-WINGED  PLOVER  (confirmed  escape) 
CLAY-COLORED  SPARROW 
KING  EIDER 

TOWNSEND'S  WARBLER 
YELLOW-THROATED 
WARBLER 


Status 

Column  1  (Sp) 
Spring:  March-May 

Column  2  (Su) 
Summer:  June-August 

Column  3  (F) 

Fall:  September-November 
Column  4  (W) 

Winter:  December-February 


Abundance 

a-abundant 
c— common 
u— uncommon 
o-occasional 
r— rare 


*  indicates  species  nested 
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